
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

God Keeps His Promises 

 

          In our gospel today*, Jesus sounds to me like a politician. He sounds like He is 

running for the office of the President of the United States. He sounds like a presidential 

candidate, lambasting and campaigning against Obama, Hilary and Trump…all His 

opponents.  

     “Woe to you Pharisees”, He says. You neglect justice and ignore the love of God. You 

are all talk and no action and you make all kinds of promises that you never plan to 

keep. You pass laws that make life harder and harder…and not easier for all the people.  

     Jesus really tore into those in charge of the church and the government. And because 

of WHO He was we know that He knew what He was talking about. He was exposing 

all the facts. And it wasn’t just a lot of wild accusations and hot air to gain popularity 

with the people. 

     And then on other occasions, Jesus Himself steps forward and makes a lot of His 

own promises, doesn’t He? He promises heaven and eternal happiness to anyone who 

gets on His bandwagon and follows Him. And He gives hell to those who cast a vote 

against Him. Still He doesn’t lie about all the difficulty that is going to be connected 

with all those who vote for Him. His followers will have to bite the bullet…and they are 

going to have to do it often and well. 

     Politicians say a lot of things, don’t they? And we do have a lot of difficulty trying to 

figure out what is the truth of what they are saying and how much of it is just baloney. 

And even when they seem honest and sincere (if such a thing is ever possible), we can 

never be certain that they will ever to able to deliver the goods. Many times they can’t. 

Not in 30 minutes nor during their four years or so in office. We all know that they 

make many more promises than is possible for any human to keep. 

     Still, I can tell you this: God CAN and DOES keep His promises. So, we must read 

what Jesus has told us and listen to it with ears of real understanding. Never sluff off 

what He has to say as just another wild promise or a dream. What Jesus says, He 

means! And He is going to keep it. He can. And deliver He will.  
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     So, be sure to vote for Jesus every time life requires you to make a choice. In the end, 

God will be elected whether folks want Him or not. But you do, don’t you?! 

 

*Inspired by Luke 11:42-46 
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